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Are your children growing up in a broken home or a single parent family? Do you know the difference?



You may be questioning what the difference is in a fractured, broken home and a single parent family. A single parent family is a healthy family with connectedness in the relationships. Broken homes are just that ……….. disconnected with breaks in the relationships. Single parents families have their ups and downs, but they stay connected.

Many times the adults in these disconnected situations have not healed from the divorce, abandonment, or the death of a partner.

Dr. Archibald Hart in his book 
“Children and Divorce” says, 

    Usually, it is not the event of divorce             
    or the death that necessarily harms       
    the children, but the bitter conflicts 
    that follow, or the prolonged 
    disruption of parenting as the adults 
    sort out their lives. 

I really believe that the “disruption of parenting” or the lack of parenting is the key component. I have observed many broken homes. From my observations and the study of various books, articles and different resources, I have concluded broken homes have certain traits.

Characteristics of Broken Homes

· Can’t cope with parenting 

· Reacts in anger toward the child(ren). 

· Desires to teach the child a lesson, hoping to change the child’s behavior

· Is motivated by revenge at the other parent, God or someone else

· Gives little or no warning regarding punishment; the child doesn’t have a chance to stop the behavior

· Sets the child up to fail (rushes most mornings, leaves the child alone with no adult nearby, doesn’t take time to listen to the child)

· Gives no choices

· Puts his or her own social life before the child; or the parent has no social life

· Dotes on or hovers/mothers child

· Changes partners/lovers often

· Is unpredictable: laughs at behavior one day and is angry the next

· Allows the child to be disrespectful and controlling

· Sets no boundaries

· Rescues the child from con-
sequences as a toddler, preschooler and adolescent … it never ends

At times these parents in the broken homes even look broken. They tend to carry themselves slumped over with a beaten-down look. They take on the role of “victim”: victim of divorce, of death, of society, of their economic situation and even of their own children.

Who is teaching your children their

· Value system

· Manners

· Morals

· How to choose friends

· How to make decisions

· How to develop good work ethics

· How to become a contributing member of society

· How to have a relationship with God?

Characteristics of Single Parent Families

Single parent families …

· Set up schedules that are consistent but flexible

· Show that each member of the family unit is valuable by giving each person responsibilities that contribute to the well-being of the family

· Communicate with each other; everyone has a chance to contribute to the conversation, and consideration is given to what the parent has to say as well

· Support one another

· Are trustworthy; if you say you are going to do something, then do it



· Are reliable; you, as the parent, must be reliable

· Are respectful. All family members, including the parent, respect each other. In some situations the parent is going to have to model respect

· Show emotions. The adult models appropriate emotions for various situations

· Contribute to society; children are encouraged in this practice

· Read and pray together 
(Deuteronomy 11:18-21)

· Set up new rituals and continue some rituals and traditions from the past

· Problem solve together

· Share leisure time; play, laugh and share humor together.

Make the decision to mend your broken home and become a single parent family.

Be the parent God intended you to be. Ideally each of us should have the relationship with our child that God wants to have with us. Remember that Satan is a liar. He will try to destroy our single parent Christian homes. If you remember in Genesis chapter three, it states that the serpent, Satan, was crafty. Adam and Eve had the perfect family. Satan told Eve to eat of the forbidden tree and that she would surely not die. Eve did eat from the forbidden tree, and later on she died. Don't let him destroy your family. 

Stay close to God and to the Lord's family-the church. Don't listen to the evil one when he wants you to feel defeated because you are the only parent in your situation. You are not the only parent-you are the other parent to God, our Father.

“But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve …………….. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15
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