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Do Your Children Imitate You?

By Linda Ranson Jacobs
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Ever wonder what makes a difference in the life of your child? 

“Imitate me just as I also imitate Christ.”  1 Corinthians 11:1

What if the only picture of Christ your children have is what you model? 

That is a little unnerving when you think of it like that isn’t it?  And yet that is exactly what this scripture is saying. 

Kids imitate the adults in their lives. I know because I ran a childcare for years. If you want to know what goes on in a home between parents, just listen and watch the children. Listen to how they treat other children. Listen to how they interact with their playmates when deeply involved in play.

One time I was talking to a parent and her little 3 year old was standing next to her. I looked down and he was doing something with his feet. For a few minutes I couldn’t figure out what he was doing. He was very quiet and he was moving his feet back and forth. Then it dawned on me, he was trying to imitate my stance. I had my right foot crossed over my left foot with the toes of the right foot the only part of my foot touching the ground. I was also leaning up against a shelf as we talked. For whatever reason this intrigued my little friend and he was trying to imitate my posture. 

Imitating posture is kind of silly but imitating your posture in Christ is of utmost seriousness. What does that look like in your life?

Take a few days to watch and listen to yourself. 

· How do you imitate Christ when talking to your ex? 

· How do you imitate Christ when stuck in traffic and you are running late? 

· How do you imitate Christ when someone cuts in front and grabs the only parking space within miles of that store you need to rush into?

· How do you imitate Christ in your devotion time and in your prayer life?

· How do you imitate Christ when talking to your children?

I can guarantee you that your children are watching. They are also watching the other parent and grandparents. Your children are like sponges and they soak up their environment. 

How do you compensate for the other parent, grandparents or who others don’t live the life you want your children to imitate? 

You keep on keeping on living and leading the life God wants of you. God is stronger and more powerful than any other influence. Trust in Him. 
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