[image: image1..pict]Face Time Is 
Important

By Linda Ranson Jacobs
www.hlp4.com 
Life can be hectic for you but your children still need your attention. Learn about face time in this article. 
“…. He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears…” Hebrews 12:17 (NIV)

Have you ever felt your kids are only sorry they got caught and not sorry for their sin? They use manipulative tears or conversation to try and get you to change your mind that they are in trouble.

Have you ever wondered why your kids revert to this behavior? Could it be they want more face time with you? Children need your attention and want to connect with you, their parent. To kids this means face time or full attention. They need for you to look at them; they want to see your face looking at them. This is especially true of teenagers.

Basically teenagers are very lonely people. They need your attention – not just when you are telling them what to do. They need a relationship with you. You might not ever hear them say they want your attention. It’s not cool to connect with a parent but trust me they do need you. They will do outlandish things to get your attention.

Think about how you build relationships with other people. You talk to them; ask them questions about what is happening in their life. You might share something that is bothering you or a problem you are experiencing. You share exciting and happy things with them and you listen to them. For some reason when we are at home alone with our children, we tend not to work at building relationships with them.

We can learn from Lord in Exodus 33:11 (NIV) “The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.”

I’m not saying share your deep dark secrets with your kids or overload them with your personal problems. 

Talk to them face to face as a “man speaks with his friend”. Share parts of your day with them. Set up some “talk time” each day. One single mom had “talk time” every evening at the dinner table. It didn’t make any difference where they were dining. 

Every family member shared two things that happened to him or her that day. She said because the kids knew this was going to happen, they began to look for things during the day to share with each other.

Maybe if you spend more face time with your children, they won’t have to shed tears to try and get out of trouble. Maybe they will try to stay out of trouble in the first place. “….though he sought the blessing with tears…” Hebrews 12:17 (NIV)
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