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Many single parents don’t realize the importance of teaching our children to learn to ask for needs appropriately. 
Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.” Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him. Matthew 20:32-34 (NIV)

The two blind men were sitting along the side of the road when Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho. They began shouting to Jesus to heal them. Wouldn’t you think Jesus would know the men were blind and wanted to be healed? I think He would have known this and yet he didn’t heal them until they asked to be healed. 

This story is interesting because the crowd tried to get the men to be quiet. But the men only shouted louder. “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us.” (vrs. 31) They addressed Jesus as their Lord. They asked for mercy and they asked to be healed from their blindness. Not only did Jesus heal them, the scripture says He had compassion on them. 

Aren’t we like that sometimes? We just assume that God knows what we want and He will give us what we want or 

what we need. But God wants a relationship with us. He wants us to ask Him for our needs. He can provide quite well for us in every area of our lives but we must learn to ask Him. Then we get to experience His compassion for us and we can choose to follow Him. 

There is also a good message for single parents raising children on their own in this passage.  And that is we need to teach our children to ask for their needs. Many times as parents we give them what we think they need. What we think they want. What we want them to have. Sometimes, however, they need to be the ones asking. You may have to take some time to teach your children to ask for things appropriately. Teach them how to approach you with respect. Teach them to make their requests known with assurance and firmness. 

Children that know how to ask for their needs, learn very quickly what their needs are. They learn to think for themselves. They learn to negotiate and they learn to receive from the one who loves them. When you have compassion on your children, you are modeling compassion to them. When you follow Christ, you are introducing your children to a life with Him too. 
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