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For children of divorce, it is not enough to bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus then entrust their parents to raise them spiritually. For so many, that is a role their parents will not fill.
To watch a child learn and accept the love of a heavenly Father is an encouragement to anyone working with children. But to watch a child who has experienced an earthly father walking out of his life accept Christ as his personal Savior and accept that there is a heavenly Father that will never leave him or forsake him is a very special. 

I had that happen with an eight-year old young man. In his younger days he had what appeared to be the perfect life of a child. His parents seemed to love him unconditionally and they disciplined him appropriately. They brought him to church every Sunday and appeared to be very active in his life. 

Then one day his father decided to walk away from the marriage. Only when he walked away from the marriage this child thought his daddy walked away from him too. 

The divorce changed that little boy. From happy and joyous, he changed to distraught and closed off. However, over the course of nine months I watched this child, who attended the divorce recovery program for children at our church (DC4K.com), grow and mature by leaps and bounds. 

This child grew from a the distraught and closed off little boy he had become after the divorce into a young man that openly displayed physical affection, had joy in his very being, and shared his heart and his deepest thoughts. During the course of the program he asked some very thought provoking questions about faith, God, Christ and why his dad had walked out. At one point, I asked him if he would like to talk about Jesus walking beside him and never leaving him.
One point of interest, when working with the child of divorce, refrain from asking them if they want to ask Jesus into their heart. For many children their hearts have been broken by the very people they trusted the most. To ask them if they want to let anything into their hearts is a daunting thought. I prefer to say, “Would you like Jesus to be the boss of you?” Or, “Do you want Jesus to walk beside you?” of even “Do you want to ask Jesus to be your bff?”  

My little friend indicated he did want to talk about asking Jesus to be His personal Savior. I presented the plan of salvation and this child accepted Christ at that time. He wanted to tell his mother but he didn’t want to tell anyone else right then. His mom and I talked about his experience. 

I let the children’s minister where he attended church know what had happened but I cautioned him that the child wasn’t ready to talk about it yet and asked the minister to keep a watchful eye on this child. This minister is familiar with the child’s situation and I have no doubt that when the child is ready this minister will reach out. I know this minister WOULD keep a watchful eye on this little boy and his family.

For many children of divorce, though, that is not always the case. Many times children of divorce get left standing at the foot of the cross. Let me repeat that,

“Children of divorce get left standing at the foot of the cross.”

I have visited with a lot of adult children of divorce and many have shared with me that after the divorce, for the most part, their family quit attending church. Others have shared that even if they did come to know Christ after the divorce that once they were “saved” the church ministers and leaders abandoned them. A word of caution, this was the child’s perception that they carried over into their adult life. One man said to me, 

“Please, please tell church leaders not to leave the child of divorce at the cross!”

His comment caught me off guard and when I questioned him he said that for many kids of divorce they don’t have parents readily available to talk about their personal experience with Christ. Some kids won’t even tell their single parent they have had a conversion experience. They don’t have parents to encourage them in their walk. 

This man said to him it seemed like the church leaders got him “saved” and then expected his parents to continue the religious upbringing. But the problem was he didn’t have parents that were capable of doing that. He only had a mom who was so distraught most of the time that she was unable to teach him about God, Christ and faith. She didn’t have a faith walk and rarely even attended church herself. 

As an adult he was clueless about the Christian lifestyle. He had struggled through his teen years wandering in and out of different churches. As an adult he knew he wanted an intimate relationship with God but he didn’t know how to go about that. He searched on his own but until a loving caring Christian man had taken him under his wing, he had never learned about the Christian life. 

A divorced mom told me one time that when her kids were growing up that she had to move around a lot. She didn’t attend church herself but wherever they moved the first thing her oldest son did was to search out a church. 

She said it didn’t make any difference what kind of church it was just so long as it was close enough for him to drag his two little brothers to church with him every Sunday. When this boy was a young teen he accepted Christ as his Savior and was baptized into that faith community. 

When we met as young adults he shared with me that as an older teen he dropped out of church. He said that since he was the only teen that didn’t have a parent that attended church with him, he didn’t feel accepted.  He did not live a Christian life, quite to the contrary actually. 

However, he seemed to be drawn to me as a special friend. Down through the years we stayed in touch and last year when he was dying of cancer guess who he reached out to? He reached out to one of the few Christian people in his life that he knew he could depend on to pray for him and minister to him. 

At the end of his life he clung to the 

knowledge that at one time he had accepted Christ. He held onto the belief that even though he hadn’t lived a Christian life that God still loved him. You could say this man was one of those kids of divorce that got left standing at the foot of the cross. What a shame. What a tragedy for the Kingdom. But praise God that he did accept Christ and he now resides in heaven with our heavenly Father. 
What about the children of divorce in your church?  Will you leave them standing at the foot of the cross? 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NIV) 
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