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Children need a peaceful home. Have you ever considered how order might assist you in bringing peace to your home?

“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.” 1st Corinthians 14:33 (NIV)

Do you feel that there are times your house is in disarray and disorder? I know in my single parent journey there were many times at the beginning that my home was … well simply put…. a mess! 

Confusion reigned with my two children. Panic and hysteria were pretty much my calling cards. Things seemed so out of control there were times I would have welcomed “disorder”.  As I got stronger in the parenting role and we came together as a single parent family within not too long a period we found order and peace.  That is not to say things were always peaceful. My kids still fought and argued from time to time. There were times I yelled. However, overall we found peace within our situation and came together as a family unit. 

It also doesn’t mean that everything fell into place and stayed that way. For instance our laundry-folding table pretty much stayed in a continual state of disorder. Oh there were times I’d get busy and clean it off.  Most of the time, though, it was forever piled high with towels, sheets and clothes. There was a kind of organized disorder to it. If a piece of clothing wasn’t in a drawer, shelf or hanging in our closets, it was on the folding table. We knew where to go look for it. 

For some children that have out of control and frenzied behaviors it is because they have disorganized brains. Their brains stay in a state of confusion. For these children it is important for them to have an ordered physical environment. You might say, “Order on the outside brings calmness on the inside”. Children under a lot of stress need an orderly home also. 

Tips to help you bring order to your home

· Plan your day. A plan is very important when you are working, parenting and helping the children keep track of their schedules of activities. If your child visits the other parent’s home, keeping track of activities is crucial in helping them maintain good and even peaceful communications with the other parent. 

· Take charge of your home and put order to it. Proverbs 28:2 “When a country is rebellious, it has many rulers, but a ruler with discernment and knowledge maintains order.” Your children are your country and you are the ruler. Rule with discernment and knowledge. 

· Clean up the clutter in your home. Too much clutter can cloud the mind. Children need organization so they can keep track of homework, special projects, sports gear, etc. 

·  Bring kids in on cleaning and maintaining your home. Children need to know they belong and they can take ownership and learn to be responsible. 

If you share fifty-fifty guardianship being organized in each home is very important. If you only have your children on weekends or occasionally, these tips and ideas apply to you also. 

God loves order. He wants you to have a peaceful home. 
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