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If you allow it, God will be closer to you as a single parent than you have ever thought possible.

“Therefore ….you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!” Philippians 4:1 (NIV)

Imagine someone writing you a note or sending you an email like the note Paul wrote in the verse above. Your entire life has changed and now someone, who is supposedly a friend, is telling you to stand firm in the Lord.

Maybe you were rolling along enjoying life and all of a sudden you found yourself a single parent. For some of you it happened in a split second. For some single moms it was the minute they saw the pregnancy strip. 

Maybe life had been hard in your home and suddenly you had to escape with just the clothes on your back. For me it was the moment in the restaurant when words, “I want a divorce!” were spoken. My world suddenly turned upside down and I didn’t know how to get it turned upright again.

Whether you want to admit but for some of you it was also at that moment many of you turned away from the church and from the Lord. Perhaps it was embarrassment or shame. It might have been envy of all of your friends that weren’t experiencing a crisis. 

It might have been that you were just too exhausted as you were trying to just survive minute by minute. Whatever the reason when you turned away from the Lord, you pulled your children away also.

It’s estimated that only 10% of single parents attend church. When you talk to un churched adults today who experienced their parents divorce as a child, many will say, “We used to go to church…..until the divorce.” Or, "My dad (or mom) was so depressed after the death that we stopped going places and that included going to church."

God didn’t leave you, hurt you or abuse you. He is still there waiting for many of you to return. He loves you and He loves your children. He will be closer to you than you have ever known. He will hold you in the palm of His hand. He will tuck you under the shadow of His wing. He will provide for you and your children.

Stand firm in Him dear friends, firm in Him. “Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again: Rejoice!” Philippians 4:4 (NIV)
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