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The Bondage of Divorce
By Linda Ranson Jacobs

Some people will let the divorce or the break in a relationship define them. Are you held by bondage to a divorce or separation in a relationship?

“So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel, but they did not heed Moses because of anguish and of spirit of cruel bondage.” Exodus 6:9

The Israelites had been in bondage so long that they had forgotten what freedom looked like. The grips of cruelty from the Egyptians caused much anguish in their spirit. Alone they couldn’t free themselves from the grips of slavery that held them so firmly. They had to have help so God sent Moses to help them. But when Moses tried to speak to them they wouldn’t listen. The bondage was too great and it blocked out anything Moses had to say. 

Sometimes when we are under the bondage of a divorce or split in a relationship we can’t hear God or even God’s servants – the local pastor in your church. Our anguish is too great and it overwhelms us. Our anguish binds us up in bondage. You might say the divorce becomes who we are not just an experience that we will get through. The divorce defines our very being. 

The anguish and the cruel bondage of divorce are louder than the other voice in our hearts, God’s voice. Even though we know God is powerful and almighty 
many of us will still ignore it. Just like the Israelites did. At this point we must keep our eyes fixed on Christ, even if it’s an exercise without meaning. 

Eventually as the pain subsides, and it will subside at some point in time, and the bond between you and your ex is broken, the bondage is released. The bondage of divorce that has held you in its grip so tightly will be broken. However, Satan will do all he can to keep you in that bondage just as the Pharaoh did to the Israelites. Like Pharaoh, Satan will tighten and squeeze you until you think you can’t handle it one more moment. The grips will seem so strong that you can’t break away. With God all things are possible even healing from the bondage of divorce. 

When the bondage is eventually released we realize that God has been there all along. He may have even preformed miracles in our lives just like He did with the children of Israel. But we were to blind to comprehend what was happening. We were held too tightly in the slavery of emotions. That meaningless exercise of keeping our eyes fixed on Christ was not so meaningless after all. 

God has something waiting for you. All you have to do is believe, read His word, stay close to His servants and fix your eyes on Christ and give yourself time to heal. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Nothing in this document or materials from Linda Ranson Jacobs should be considered as psychological or legal advice. Linda is not a psychologist, psychiatrist, therapist, or lawyer. These suggestions are simply suggestions and not guaranteed solutions to your particular problems. Linda offers this information because she was a single mom for years and ran a child care where the majority of her children were from single parent families. She offers support, encouragement, and suggestions to help you succeed as a single parent.

