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Sometimes sin pulls us in deeper than we realize. This devotion helps you to understand that God is always available.

“Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil.” Psalm 141:4a

The other day I was walking along the beach. I stopped and let the waves gently wash over my feet. As the water washed out to sea I had to shift my stance to keep from losing my balance.  

It was early in the morning and the ocean was calm and peaceful. I begin to think how delightful the gentle waves were. They came in and went back out over and over again. A little farther out the waves were bigger and rougher. I kept thinking how pleasant it would be to get past the big waves and out where the water appeared to be calm and quiet.

Isn’t sin a bit like that? The evil one tempts us with calm and gentle sins. It feels pretty good at first so we get a little more involved. Then we get tied up in whatever the seemingly enjoyable sin is and we try to make it to the calm waters where everything appears to be perfect. 

For a single parent you might be tempted as you enjoy the company of someone from the other gender. It could be that pill you took to calm you down. It might be that night out when you had that one drink that seemed so delightful. You think, “This guy is really cool. If I let him spend the night, it could be the start of a deep meaningful relationship.” Or, “I’m sure it’ll be okay if I get something stronger. 

I’ll know when to stop.” Over and over we justify, rationalize and defend our actions. 

God is like the sand that was under my feet that morning at the beach. We can stand on the Word but as the sins gently wash over us, we shift our stance. We know and can feel God at first but the deeper the sin, the further away He seems to be. There is a floor to even the deepest parts of the ocean. As it is with our life, no matter how deep we go in sin, God is still the floor. He’s sturdy, strong yet full of mercy and grace. 

Just like the waves, some sins will pull harder on you than others. Stand firm in the Word of the Lord and “Let not your heart be drawn to what is evil” in the first place. 
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