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You might not realize that you matter to your teen but you do. Read this article and understand a little more about your teen. 

“When he (King Herod) saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter.” Acts 12:3

King Herod had already arrested some of the people who belonged to the church. He then had James, John’s brother, put to death.  When he saw how much the Jews liked this, King Herod was willing to do anything and everything it took to please the people even if it meant putting Peter in prison and bringing him out for a humiliating public trial. 

We all fall into this trap – when seeing that what we do pleases someone, most of us will do more of the same to make ourselves matter to people. Teens in our world today are no different. Most of them will do anything and everything to get needed attention. 

In a way they are a lot like King Herod. King Herod wanted the popularity and notoriety from his kingdom. He didn’t care what it took to get it. Everyone wants to know they matter to someone. Everyone wants to be popular in his or her own kingdom. 

Whether you believe it or not teens want their parent to pay attention to them. They 

want to be popular with their parent. They want to know they matter. Oh, your teen 

might huff and puff disputing everything you say or arguing about everything, but 

they still want your attention. Secretly you matter to them. 

Not only do your teens need you, they need their peers also. Teens want to fit and belong to their group, even when they know something they are doing is harmful. 

This is where a strong relationship with you, their single parent is important. They need to know they can come home and talk to you about anything. Just being able to talk to you may keep them from becoming involved in activities they shouldn’t be involved in. Knowing they may disappoint you and lose your trust may make them think more seriously about certain activities. 

King Herod did gain the praise of the people in his kingdom. But he made a big mistake and suffered a terrible tragedy. Read the rest of the story in Acts 12:20-25.

You matter to your teen. Does your teen matter to you?
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